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(R ] Thisbdefing for Sanatoxs Raberts and Rockefeller took place in SH211 from 1030 to 121000n 4
February. Rockefeller was unable to attend ; he was to bé briefed by his principal staffer* The purpose of*

* the meeting was ta brief the Senators in their new capacities as. Chairman and Vice Chairman on our “enhariced

. intemogation techniques”, The briefing was'to be similar to that given to their. predecessors Senators Graham and’.

Shelby. Before the meeting could be scheduled two events occurred about which the Senators- needed-to be informed.
Thiese were , in chionological order, the awareness of: senior ofificers, to include the General Counsel, the D/ OCA,
and the DCVCOS ‘that tapes had been taken and retained of the interrogation of Abu Zubayda and , in late December

2002, the inappropriate "interrogation” of terrorist opcratwc Nashii by CIA officers. All three subjects were bnefcd K

. in consxdemble detail to Senator Roberts and- staffem

(T\&I "] The first part of the briefing by Pavitt and| desmbed in great detail the i xmpoztancc of the.
inforrnation provided by Zubayda and Nashir, both of whom had information of on-going terrorist operations,
information that might well have saved American lives, the difficulty of  getting that information from them, and the
importatice of the enhanced techniques in getting that information. Both Zubayda dnd-Neshiri were described as founts

. of usefull inforinatidn, even though it seems elear that they have not, even under enhanced techmques revealed

evcrvthmz they know of imonrtanm- t

T8 | The enhanced techniques were described in considerable detail, including how the water board was
bised. The General Counsel described the process by which the techniques were approved by a bevy of lawyers from the-
NSC, the Vice President’s office and the Justice Departmcnt. including the Criminal Division and the Attomey Geaeral,
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who c-pmcd that the tcchmques were Iegal undcr U S. law

ﬁ‘S{: The Scnator was briefed by Pavitt on the events surrounding the mappropnate " mtcrrogatlon" of
Nashir, These included the cocking of a plStOl (reportedly unloaded) near his blind-folded face, and the. brandishment .
of an electric hand held drill (at this, Senator Roberts winced). Pavitt spoke dlspanngly of the actions of the officers ~ "
who violated guidance and stated that he had asked for the Inspector Gcneral 's investigation , of which the SSCI has
rcccntly been notified. .

Y

-Pavitt and Muller briefty described the cxrcums(anccs surtoundmg thc cx:stcnce of tapes of the ) i
 Zubiyda debriefing, the inspection of those tapes by OGC lawyers, the comparison of the tapes with the cables i
<wsm-... describiing.the same interrogations..Accordiog to. Muller; the.match was perfectand* .. whodid the review was
satisfied that the interrogations were carried out in full accordance with the gnldance ‘Muller lnalcatcd that it was our-
intention to destroy these tapes, which were created in any case -as-but i aide to the intérrogations, as soon as the
Inspector General had completed his report. (In a sibsequent briefing to Congressmen Goss-arid Harman, Muller said
that the interrogators themselves were greatly concerned that the tapes might leak one day and put themselves and-their ..
: t'amlhes atrisk.) Senator Roberts listened carefully and gave his assent.

(TS:{":_—‘D Throughout the bncfing Senator Roberts posed no obJ ection to what he had heard. It sccmed clear
- thathe supported the'interrogation effort, .

ot (’I‘SE:::) Roberts’: o asked 'me whéther I had "taken up the line® the Committee 5, actually Senator _ 5:;{
Graham'’s, late November request to-undertake its own "assessment” of the. enhanced mtcn:ogatxon T explained to '
‘Senator Roberts the dialogue [ had had with » 2nd our. nesponcc that we would not support reading another

staffer into the program nor allow. any staffer to review the interrogations in real time or visit the clandestine site where

the intesrogations were taking place, Quickly, the Senator interjected that he saw no reason for the Committee to.

putsue such & request and could think of "ten reasons right off why itis a terrible idea" for- the Committee to do any

such thing as 'had been proposed. Turning to. ‘ » he asked whe.ther they thought otherwxse and they

indicated that they agreed with the Senator.
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